POLAND AND THE WAR OF 1914-1918
of the attitude adopted by the Poles towards the war,
occurred in respect of Russian Poland. On August 9,
1914, M. Victor Jaronski, Deputy for Kielce, made a
notable declaration in the Duma in the name of the Polish
group.
"In this historic moment," he said, "when the
Slavonic world and the German, led on by that im-
memorial foe of Poland, Prussia, are standing up against
one another in decisive encounter, the PoHsh Nation,
bereft of independence and of the power of manifesting
its own will, finds itself in a tragic situation. The
tragedy is accentuated by the feet not only that Polish
ground is the theatre of war, but that the Polish Nation,
torn into three, beholds her sons in three camps hostile
to one another.
" Territorially divided, we Poles nevertheless in feeling
and sympathy for the Slav must stand as one. We are
inclined hereto not only by the justice of the cause Russia
has embraced but also by political reasons. The world-
wide significance of the present moment relegates to
the background all domestic reckonings. God grant
that Slavdom, under the leadership of Russia, may resist
the Teuton, even as, five centuries ago, Poland and
Lithuania resisted him at Griinwald (Tannenberg). May
the blood shed by us, and the horrors of this to us
fratricidal war, lead to the reconstitution of the dis-
membered Polish nation."
This utterance, which evoked a certain enthusiasm in
the Duma and in the Russian Press, had an even more
notable sequel. On i6th August, a Proclamation was
issued by the Grand Duke Nicholas, Commander-in-
Chief of the Russian armies, to the Poles, The full text,
which has been literally translated from the Polish
original, is as follows:
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